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Makes Final Nominee List for National Award
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(Traverse City, MI) January 23, 2009 – One of the nation’s leading Junior Golf Programs has been nominated for a prestigious national award within the golf industry.  One of three finalists, in one of 12 categories, Traverse City Junior Golf Association (TCJGA) will be recognized by ING – International Network of Golf during its Industry Honors Presentation slated for Friday, January 30th at the Professional Golf Association’s (PGA) Annual Merchandise Show in Orlando, Florida. TCJGA is one of just three national organizations nominated for the national award within the category of Player Development.  Others nominated within the category include Youth On Course and Total Golf Adventure.

Hundreds of nominations from across the golf industry have been trimmed to three nominees in each category in the 16th Annual ING Industry Honors awards program. Called by some the "Academy Awards of the golf industry," the ING Industry Honors program is conducted by the non-profit International Network Of Golf to recognize outstanding achievement in the golf business. 

The International Network Of Golf is a non-profit, media-based networking organization whose mission is to enhance and promote communication and education in golf. Membership is open to anyone in the golf industry, related industries and media. 
Sub-committees in each category review nominations that were taken from anyone in the golf industry, and by private vote trimmed the entries to the top three in each category.

ING exists to bring the entire industry of golf together.  With representatives from all walks of the golf industry and media to discuss issues, exchange information and improve communication. The group, which was formed 19 years ago, hosts an annual conference, educational seminars, product testing, an appointment show, and networking opportunities.

Traverse City Junior Golf Association celebrated its 25th season last summer, and was established in 1984 as a non-profit 501-c3 organization, dedicated to introduce, teach lessons and host golf tournaments for 5 to 21 year olds in the Northern Michigan area.  Since its inception the TCJGA has grown to service more than 500 junior golfers annually plus over 2500 elementary students within the In-School Golf Program each winter.


Dedicated to providing young people the opportunity to learn, mature, compete and grow through the ‘Game of Golf’, the TCJGA welcomes returning players, alumni families, and new young players to the game of golf in an upcoming season chocked full of activities.  On-line membership, lesson and tournament signup has begun for the 2009 golf season.  Players and families are encouraged to visit www.tcjga.com soon to secure placement in both the lesson and tournament programs. 


Now entering the 26th season, junior players of all ages will appreciate all that the ‘Game of Golf’ brings to life on and off the links.  TCJGA will continue its mission of teaching Life Skills through Golf: honesty, integrity, respect, confidence, good sportsmanship and playing by the rules.


TCJGA teaches the game of golf, a good understanding of the USGA rules of golf and golf course etiquette.  The non-profit organization recognizes students for their accomplishments both on and off the golf course.  It encourages families to enjoy the game of golf together, promoting the continued growth of the game of golf through cooperation with area golf course facilities and schools. TCJGA takes its mission in education seriously.  Since 1994 the TCJGA has contributed over $145,000 in scholarship funds to member students making their way to colleges and universities throughout the state and beyond.  

As a complying member of the TCJGA, each high school senior or current college student playing within the guidelines of the organization has an opportunity to apply for and be considered for the TCJGA scholarships awarded each year.  Visit www.tcjga.com or call (231) 935-4653 for up-to-the-minute event details and registration information.

***Photos dedicated TCJGA Golf are available in our Press Box at tcjga.com 
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